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National Wildlife Refuge System Fast Facts

System Overview

· The National Wildlife Refuge System was established in 1903, when President Theodore Roosevelt created the nation’s first wildlife refuge on Florida’s Pelican Island.

· Today, the Refuge System comprises more than 550 refuges and 150 million acres. 

· Refuges can be found in all 50 states, and include some of the most visually stunning and biologically rich lands and waters in North America. There’s a refuge within an hour’s drive of every major U.S. city.
· Refuges provide habitat for more than 700 species of birds; 220 mammals; 250 reptile and amphibian species, and more than 1,000 types of fish; and more than 280 of the nation’s approximately 1,310 endangered or threatened species.

Economic Benefits

· National Wildlife Refuges bring in more than 41 million visitors and generate more than $1.7 billion in annual revenues each year.

· 87 percent of the $1.7 billion in annual refuge-related revenues is spent by travelers from outside the communities where refuges are located. 

· Refuge visitor spending created almost 27,000 jobs and generated approximately $543 million in local employment income.

· Every federal dollar invested in the Refuge System returns on average $4 to the economies of local communities, and in many cases the return is significantly higher.

Funding Needs

· Over the long term, CARE recommends reaching $900 million in annual funding for the Refuge System ($500 million/year for operations, and $400 million/year for maintenance). For FY 2011, CARE recommends increasing Refuge System funding to $578 million.
· Crime (including drug production and smuggling, wildlife poaching, illegal border activity, assaults, and natural resource violations) is on the rise in the Refuge System, yet only 213 full-time law enforcement officers are available to patrol the System’s 151 million acres. Additional funding of  $31.4 million per year is needed to bring the size of the law-enforcement force up to half the recommended 845 full-time officers.

· Approximately 2.3 million acres of refuge lands are now overrun with non-native invasive plants, while more than 4,400 invasive animal populations ravage millions more acres. To treat just one-third of its infested plant acreage and to begin even minimal control of harmful invasive plants and animals, the Refuge System needs at least $25 million per year.

· “Mission Critical” functions in the Refuge System (personnel and projects for habitat management and restoration, wildlife research and monitoring, planning, public use activities, and maintenance) cost more than $355 million a year.

· The Refuge System requires an investment of $221 million/year to begin to address maintenance issues. The maintenance backlog in the Refuge System currently stands at $2.7 billion and the backlog for operations at $1 billion.

· With the recent designation of four marine monuments in the Pacific Ocean, the Refuge System grew by one-third, more than 50 million acres, with a negligible increase in funding to manage it. Equipment, personnel, planning and management costs for the new monuments will cost $18–$35.5 million per year.

For more information, see the report: Restoring America’s Wildlife Refuges 2010
